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Personal Date of birth: February 1, 1967. Nationality: Norwegian. Married, two children. 

Current Positions 

• Richard and Beverly Fink Professor of Economics at University of Minnesota, Department of 
Economics (since 2021) 

• Part-time positions at University of Surrey (since 2020) and University of Oslo (since 2021) 
 

Previous Positions 

• Member of Norges Bank Executive Board and Executive Monetary Policy Committee (2014-19) 

• Monetary Advisor at the Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis, 2009-2012. 

• Professor at Department of Economics, University of Oslo 2003-2021 (on leave 2009-2012). 

• Associate professor at the Institute for International Economic Studies (Stockholm University), 
1995-2003 (Assistant professor 1995-2001). 

 
Professional Activities  

• Member of the Council of the European Economic Association 2016- 

• Co-Editor of Quantitative Economics 
 
Previous Professional Activities  

• President of the European Economic Association, 2019, Vice President 2017-2018. 

• Advanced Grant from the European Research Council, 2013-2018. 

• Managing Editor of the Review of Economic Studies, 2006-2010. 

• Chairman of the Review of Economic Studies 2013-2017 

• Board Member of the Review of Economic Studies 2003-2017 

• Program Chair for the 2016 Econometric Society Winter Meetings, Edinburgh 

• Editor of the Scandinavian Journal of Economics, 2012-2014. 

• Editor of BE Press Journals of Macroeconomics 2005-2006. 

• Member of the 2015 Norwegian Commission on long-run fiscal policy (Thøgersen utvalget). 

• Op-ed columnist in Aftenposten (2005-2012) and Dagens Næringsliv (2012-2013). 
 
Honors:  
Fellow of Econometric Society, Advanced Grant from the European Research Council, 2013-2018, 
member of the Norwegian Academy of Sciences and Letters, member of Agder Academy of Sciences 
and Letters, member of the Academia Europaea, and Research Fellow at the European Economic 
Association and the CEPR. Received the 2012 Sun Yefang prize awarded by the Chinese Academy of 
Social Sciences (with Song and Zilibotti for the article “Growing Like China”). 
 
Education   

• Ph.D. (Economics), GSIA/Tepper School of Business, Carnegie Mellon University, 1995 

• BA Economics (Siviløkonom), Norwegian School of Economics and Business Administration, 1991 

• Mathematics studies (one year), Agder University College, Norway, 1987 
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Teaching and advising:   

1. PhD Advising [graduation year, first job]: (1) Martin Flodén (1999, Stockholm School of 

Economics, Co-advisor), (2) Matthew Lindqvist (2002, Stockholm University), (3) Conny Olofsson 

(2004, Stockholm School of Economics), (4) Thomas Eisensee (2006, Swedish Ministry of Finance, 

Co-advisor), (5) Lars Johansson (2009, Swedish Ministry of Development, Co-advisor), (6) Dag 

Holen (2007, Norwegian Ministry of Labor), (7) Ole Christian Bech-Moen (2007, Private Sector), 

(8) Weizhen Zhu (2009. Financial Supervisory Authority of Norway), (9) Øystein Børsum (2010, 

Norwegian Ministry of Finance), (10) Sun Gang (2011, St. Andrew's University), (11) Bo Zhao 

(2012, Peking University), (12) Natalie Pouorkam (2013, IMF), and (13) Sigurd Galaasen (2015, 

Norges Bank (the Norwegian central bank), (14) Nicolai Ellingsen (2019, Norges Bank (the 

Norwegian central bank), (15) Herman Kruse (2020, Statistics Norway). 

2. Have taught PhD courses in economics at Yale University, University of Minnesota, UCLA, 

Tsinghua University, Fudan University, Stockholm University, Bonn University, BI (Norway), NHH 

(Norway), University of Oslo, University of Aarhus, and University of Porto. 

 

Awards, Grants and Fellowships 

1. Advanced Grant from the European Research Council, 2013-2018, "The Macroeconomics of 

Inequality, Development and the Welfare State" (€ 2.1 million, 2013-2018). 

2. Co-applicant for Center of Excellence at Department of Economics at University of Oslo, awarded 

by the Norwegian Science Foundation (100 million NOK, 2007-2017). 

3. Awarded Outstanding Young Investigator grant ("Yngre, fremragende forskere") by the 

Norwegian Research Council (7 million NOK), 2005-2009. 

4. Carl Mannerfeldt Fund Grant, 1996-2002. 

5. Doctoral fellowships from, Norwegian School of Economics and Business Administration, William 

Larimer Mellon Foundation, and the North European Management Institute, 1991-1995. 


